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The African Roots of War
[bookmark: _Hlk63237415]War is known to have the potential of curing everything as it is believed that fighting is sometimes the only way to heal the world. However, in other situations, in every war, there are specific interests the war-lords are hungry and thirsting to acquire. In the article “The African Roots of War”, W.E.B. DuBois points out the role played by Africa in causing World War 1. He gives details on the origin of rivalry experienced among the bourgeois nations of Europe. The rivalry is caused by European nations scrambling for the Dark Continent. Africa is considered as a Dark Continent due to its ability to foster new things introduced to it. Shakespeare’s Ancient Pistol cries out that Africa is full of golden joys. This is attracted the attention of European nations from Greece to Great Britain who came in to scramble for Africa looting off its resources and exploited the African labor. These among other factors had a hand to the European nations’ rivalry trying to get the country to exploit. His article also touched on democracy, imperialism and international rivalry. 
I agree with the W.E.B. DuBois’s beliefs about capitalism, democracy, imperialism, and international rivalry. Starting with imperialism (which means an attempt by nations to expand beyond its borders) and international rivalry, European nations competed for the African land which was referred to as scrabble for Africa. Their land and natural resources were robbed. Worse of it all, they were enslaved in their own land. According to DuBois “The African Roots of War” a century ago, African men owned all the land. Basing attention to South Africa, after the entry of Dutch and English men, the 1,250,000 whites now own 264,000,000 acres of land leaving 21,000,000 acres for 4,500,000 natives. Eventually, the Union of South African denied the natives the rights to buy and own land (713). Considering these measures by the whites, the natives face discrimination while in their own land and forced to work for the whites on their farms, mines as well as kitchens for low or no wages. Imperialism brought a lot of crimes especially labor exploitation by people of color. He also pointed out that race and racism were components of European imperialism, something I entirely agree with.
Capitalism is another factor seen to have dominant among the European nations who came into Africa. The urge of European nations to rule over the natives led to suppressing them and make them serve them. After acquiring African farms and mines, the whites made sure that the natives work in these farms for low wages. Africans had to work for the whites in gold and diamond mines in South Africa, cocoa farms in Angola and Nigeria and palm oil farms in the West Coast (710). The European nations were the capitalist who exploited the natives. They ensured everything is done their own way through intimidation, suppression, and racial-discrimination. This case is not seen to change anytime soon since we can still have many whites owning majority of property and land with the native working for them for the benefit of the whites’ nations. DuBois theorized the relationship between capitalism and imperialism with similarities with Vladimir Lenin, the Russian leader. DuBois’s article “The African Roots of War preceded Lenin’s famous imperialism. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Democracy is something Africans acquired after the whites left the continent but was partially given. This is a type of democracy that is a comprising of a united capital and labor. DuBois urges that the labors are still not acquiring the expected share as they would want or willing to receive. However, the labor equity is gradually being recognized. DuBois believes that it is just but a matter of time when the intelligence and skillful negotiations will grant the Africans the rightful democracy they deserve (709). Considering the argument by Dubois, there is much to be done to ensure the so-called Dark Continent have the utmost freedom to run its own activities without depending on developed nations just like what nations like China did. 
If DuBois were to rewrite this article, among the things he would add include the impact of colonial rule in the African continent. The European nations left certain governance that is dominating today leading to suppression of natives by fellow natives. Capitalist and imperialism at low levels are the remnants of the colonization and might not be ending anytime soon despite the fight for democracy since it is rooted in the bloods of African leaders. He would also touch on the issue of neo-colonialism, the greed for power, bad leadership (tyrants and despots) and rampant corruption witnessed in African countries. He would also talk about how democracy is suppressed in these countries. I believe these are issues that DuBois would not fail to talk about today. 
In conclusion, the European nations had much impact on the African nation. Despite the fact that Africans suffered a lot during this period, they acquired much skills and understood the value of the resources present in their lands. War helped to improve the African nations to some point even though many of the whites focus more on exploiting the Africans for their own benefit. The annual production of certain crops like palm oil in the West Coast and cocoa increased by thousands of tons which reflects acquisition of millions of dollars from their sale. 
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